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Key Learning: Locational 

Knowledge 

Name  the countries and 

some of the cities in the 

UK and locate them on a 

map. 

Know and identify geo-

graphical locations on a 

map. 

Key Learning: Physical and Human Geography 

UK regions have different human, physical and topographical characteristics 

and identify some of these. (Consider: population, cities, agriculture, industry, 

mountains, hills, rivers, coastline, climate. (e.g. Northumbria is hilly, sparsely 

populated, known for sheep farming, its main city is Newcastle, the River 

Tyne runs through it)  

There are different kinds of settlements and land use in the UK regions (e.g. 

village, city, rural, industrial, farming…) and that some of these change over 

time (e.g. Eden Project) 

Earth is made up of different layers: the core (at the centre of the Earth), 

the mantle (which is mainly rock) and the crust (the part we can see). The 

crust is made up of different pieces called plates 

A mountain is a large landform that rises above the surrounding land 

On a map, mountains are represented in different ways including a triangle, 

contour lines and their terrain. 

Some examples of significant mountains in the UK are: Ben Nevis, Mt Snow-

don, Scafell Pike, Slieve Donard. Some examples of significant mountains 

around the world are: Mount Everest, Alps, Rocky Mountains, Andes. 

Earthquakes happen when plates rub together, the movement forces waves of 

energy to come to the surface. This causes the ground to shake. 

A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust which allows magma (rock which 

has turned into liquid), ash and gases to escape· Some examples of      

significant volcanoes are: Mount Tambora., Mount Krakatoa., Mount Pelée, 

Mount Ruiz. Mount Vesuvius. 

Prior knowledge to reactivate 

  I know where the hot and cold places are in relation to 

the equator. 

 Australia is both a country, continent and island 

 Australia has a diverse landscape and there are 3 main 

climate zones 

 The weather in the UK varies seasonally 

 Locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans on a map 

 The capital cities of the 4 countries in the UK 

 The River Thames runs through London 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cornwalls.co.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftowns%2Fst-austell.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cornwalls.co.uk%2Fst-austell&docid=px9S-zA2gmRGtM&tbnid=qR0pW9YevAfrXM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwis4NyEranmAhVrAG


Year 3 Focus Study 

Compare the South West to a contrasting region. What is similar/different? Why would I go there? 

What cities are there? Look at The Eden project. 

National Curriculum  

 

Key vocabulary 

Core The centre of the earth 

Mantle A layer of mainly rock 

Crust Outer layer of the earth made of different pieces called plates 

Mountain A large landform made of rock 

Earthquake Movement of the Earth’s plates causing the ground to shake 

Volcano Opening of the Earth’s crust allowing magma, ash and gas to escape 

Magma Molten rock which is formed in very hot conditions 

Dormant When a volcano is not currently active but it may erupt in the future 

Eruption When magma escapes from the volcano’s opening 

Field Work 

Walk in the local area to identify 

main human and physical     

geographical features and how 

they might change. 


